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The Global COE Program on sustainable
humanosphere began in July 2007, with the
Center for Southeast Asian Studies (CSEAS)
involved as a collaborating institution. To
engage in the interdisciplinary study of
sustainable development in Asia and Africa
from a global and long-term perspective, this
program has mobilized area studies
specialists from four institutions: CSEAS, the
Graduate School of Asian and African Studies
(ASAFAS), the Center for Integrated Area
Studies, and the Center for African Area
Studies as well as scientists working on
frontier technology at other institutes and
schools, including the Research Institute of
Sustainable Humanosphere. Scholars at the
Institute of Sustainable Science, the Institute
for Research in Humanities, the Graduate
School of Agriculture, and the Graduate
School of Engineering have also been
participating in the program.

Our main aim is to create a new paradigm that
calls for a fundamental shift in the values and
norms underlying our understanding of the
environment and sustainability. As a result of
being ranked highest in the intermediate
review conducted last year by a panel at the
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS; our sponsor), our enthusiasm and
confidence has increased further. As we enter
our fourth year, | see no danger of this group
losing its intellectual energy. We are also
confident that the present level of funding will
continue until the program is completed. For
the past three years, we have pursued the
twin aims of paradigm formulation and
graduate and postgraduate education.

Responding to the launch of this program, a
new division, “Global Area Studies,” was
created at ASAFAS. Several postgraduate
students enrolled in the degree course on
sustainable humanosphere in this division are
currently working on doctoral theses related to
the paradigm. Many others are engaged in
fieldwork with the financial assistance of this

Chwong trinh Toan cau cua COE
(Trung tdm Tiém nang con ngwi)
vé Nhan quyén bén virng tai
Kyoto va Khai niém vé
Chi s6 Nhan quyén

Translated by Dr.Hoang Minh Hien
Kaoru Sugihara (Cha nhiém Chuwong trinh)

Chuong trinh toan ciu ctia COE (Trung tam
Tiém ndng con ngudi) vé nhan quyén bén
virng da dwoc bat dau vao thang 7 nam 2007
v&i sy tham gia cong tac cla Trung tam
nghién cu Déng Nam A (CSEAS, Trudng
DHTH Kyoto). Dé tién hanh nghién clu da
nganh nay vé phat trién bén vitng & Chau A
va Chau Phi mét cach lau dai va trén quy mo
toan ciu, Chwong trinh da huy déng cac
chuyén gia trong Iinh virc Khu vire hoc tir bbn
td chirc: CSEAS; Vién sau dai hoc vé chau A
va chau Phi (ASAFAS); Trung tdm nghién ctru
Tich hgp vung; va Trung tdm nghién ctu Phi
chau ciing nhw cac nha khoa hoc dau nganh
tr cac vién va cac trwong khac nhau trong dé
c6 Vién nghién clru nhan quyén bén virng,
Vién khoa hoc bén virng, Vién nghién ctru
Nhan v&n, Vién nghién clru sau dai hoc vé
Néng nghiép va Vién nghién clru sau dai hoc
vé Ky thuat cling dang tham gia Chuong trinh
nay.

Muc dich chinh cia Chwong trinh |a tao ra md
hinh m&i can thiét cho sw chuyén dbi co ban
vé& nhirng gia tri va nhirng tiéu chuén xac dinh
sw hiéu biét clia ching ta v& méi trwéng va sw
bén virng. Chuwong trinh nay da duoc Hoi
ddng danh gia cta Hoi Xuc tién Khoa hoc
Nhat Ban (JSPS; nha tai tro clia chung toi)
xép hang cao nhét. Diéu nay da ting thém sw
hing khéi va niém tin cla ching téi. Budc
vao nam the tw, ching t6i chéc rang sé khong
c6 thanh vién nao bi nhut tri. Chung t6i cling
tin rang mirc tai tro nhw hién tai sé dwoc duy
tri cho t&i khi két thic Chuong trinh. Trong ba
nam qua, chuang téi da theo dudi mot muc tiéu
kép: hinh thanh mé hinh va chwong trinh giao
duc cho bac dai hoc va sau dai hoc.

Nham dap ¢ng yéu cau cta Chwong trinh,
moét bé phén mai “Nghién ctru Khu viyc hoc
toan cau” da dwoc thanh 1ap tai ASAFAS. Mot
sb sinh vién sau dai hoc da dwoc tuyén vao
khéa hoc vé nhan quyén bén virng tai bd phan
nay hién dang lam luan an tién si vé nhirng
chd dé lién quan t&¢i mé hinh nay hodc tham
gia vao nghién ciru thye dia voi sw hd tro tai
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program. Meanwhile, it was always those

postdoctoral  assistant  professors  and
researchers who are employed by this
program that had driven our intellectual

endeavour, paradigm formulation, by linking
research to education programs. They share a
work space, and their daily conversation has
been a major source of inspiration, which
informed has the staff, myself as convener
included, of new research agenda. In addition,
a series of research meetings among all
members committed to the program has been
held to ensure full communication among
researchers from diverse disciplines.

The first result of this effort emerged in March
2010 under the title In Search of Sustainable
Humanosphere: A New Paradigm for
Humanity, Biosphere and Geosphere (Kyoto
University Press).

It is envisaged that in two years’ time the full
outcome of our research will be published. Six
volumes may be necessary to adequately
cover the range of our studies. The publication
of two edited volumes in English is also
planned. In these publications, the basic tenet
of the paradigm formulation will not change.
The Introductory Chapter of the
aforementioned book set out three types of
paradigm shifts in terms of the range of
enquiry:

1) from “land surface” to the “humanosphere,”
a three-dimensional environment focusing on
the movement of water, air, and material and
energy conversion;

2) from “production” to the entire process of
“human life,” including the intimate sphere and
life cycle; and

3) from “temperate zones” to the “tropics” as
the geospheric and biospheric centre of the
earth. The definition and contents of such key
terms as humanosphere, human life, and the
tropics are yet to be fleshed out and fully
developed.

| would like to devote the rest of this essay to
introducing some of the more recent
discussions we have been having in an
attempt to create the “humanosphere index.”
Figure 1 shows the parallel evolution of the
three  spheres, which  comprise the
humanosphere (in the broad, real sense), and
their interactions.

chinh cda Chwong trinh. Chinh nhirng nghién
clu vién sau tién sy tro' ly cho cac gido sw va
cac nha nghién ctru clia Chuwong trinh nay
luébn thuc déy né lwc tri tué ctia nhém, hinh
thanh mé hinh bang cach lién két nghién ciru
v&i cac chwong trinh dao tao. Cung chia sé
khong gian lam viéc va trao dbi hang ngay cla
ho la nguén cam hing chinh déi véi moi thanh
vién, ké ca Cha nhiém Chwong trinh va la
ngudi triéu tap hop vé lich trinh nghién ciru
ma&i. Thém vao dé, mét loat cac cudc hop gilra
céac thanh vién cam két tham gia Chwong trinh
da dwoc td chirc d& dadm bao di théng tin cho
cac nha nghién ctru ttr cac nganh khac nhau.

Thang 3 nam 2010, nd lwc nay cla chung t6i
da dwoc ghi nhan béi két qua dau tién ndi bat
dwdi tiéu dé “Tim kiém Nhan quyén Bén virng:
M6 hinh méi cho Nhan loai, Sinh quyén va Dia
quyén” (4n phdm cta BHTH Kyoto).

Dw kién trong vong hai nam t&i ching t6i sé
coéng bd toan bo két qua cta nghién ciru. B
tai liéu gdbm sau tap sé bao trum toan bd noi
dung cua cac nghién ctru clia nhom. Chung
toi da 1én k& hoach xuat ban hai tap tai liéu
dwoc bién tap bang tiéng Anh. Trong cac 4n
phdm nay, nguyén ly co ban cla viéc xay
dung mé hinh sé& khong cé gi thay dbi.
Chuong gi¢i thiéu cia cudn sach néi trén dua
ra ba loai mé hinh dich chuyén trong pham vi
diéu tra:

1) Tt "mat d&t" t6i “nhan quydn’, mot moi
trwdng khong gian ba chiéu tap trung vao s
van doéng cla nuwéc, khong khi va vat chat va
sy chuyén ddi clia nang lwong;

2) Tl "san xuat" dén qua trinh téng thé cua
"cudc sdng con ngudi”, bao gdm linh vuc tinh
cam nhan van va vong doi; va

3) Twr "cac vung 6n doi" téi "cac vung nhiét
déi" nhw la trung tam dia quyén va sinh quyén
cta Trai dat. Binh nghia va néi dung cla cac
khai niém co ban nhw nhan quyén, cudc sdng
con nguwdi, va cac vung nhiét déi hién van con
chwa dwoc chi rd va phat trién day du.

T6i muén danh phan con lai cta tham luan
nay dé gioi thieu mot sd cac thdo luan gan
day clia chung t6i vé nd lwc xay dwng “Chi s6
Nhan quy&n”. Hinh 1 mé ta su tién trién song
song cua ba hé quyén, trong d6 bao gébm
nhan quyén (theo nghia réng va thuc) va cac
méi twong tac ctia chung
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Fig. 1 The historical evolution
of three spheres
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It is well known that the “human development
index” concentrates on the indicators related
to the sphere of human activities such as per
capita income, health, and education, which
may be called the “humanosphere” in the
narrow sense. From our perspective, however,
the human development index covers just
one-third of the real humanosphere. Our index
integrates indicators related to human
interactions with other spheres, such as
human capacity to deal with geospheric
disasters and efforts to conserve biodiversity
so as to enable it to better represent the
“basis” for and “purpose” of people’s livelihood
in local societies of Asia and Africa.

Fig. 2 Prevailing perspectives
of three spheres
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Figure 2 shows the scope of enquiry of
prevailing disciplines and thoughts regarding
the humanosphere. While we readily accept
that humans need to prioritize themselves in
times of emergency and for survival, so that
we do overlap with the humanistic perspective.

We clearly diverge from some aspects of
modern thought (such as the full liberation of
the human desire to consume or the unlimited

exploitation of natural resources) by
committing to the sustainability of the
geosphere a the conservation of the

biosphere. In this context, we acknowledge

Hinh 1. Lich s tién hoa
cla ba hé quyén
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Chung ta déu biét rang "Chi sé phat trién con
ngudi" tap trung vao cac chi thi lién quan dén
cac hoat déng nhén van nhw thu nhap binh
quan dau ngudi, strc khde va gido duc, co thé
duwoc goi la "nhan quyén" theo nghia hep. Dau
sao, theo quan diém cua ching téi chi sb phat
trién con ngudi hién chi bao trum moét phan ba
nhan quyén thwc. Chi sb cta chang téi tich
hop cac chi thi lién quan dén cac twong tac
cla con nguwdi véi cac hé quyén khac, vi nhw
nang lwc con ngudi tng pho voi cac tham hoa
dia quyén va nhitng nd luc bao ton da dang
sinh hoc. Diéu nay khién cho chi sé ctia ching
6i ¢6 kha néng miéu ta t6t hon “nén tang” va
“muc tiéu” sinh ké cla cac cong dong nguoi
dan dia phwong tai Chau A va Chau Phi.

Hinh 2. Nhirng quan dlem phd bién
vé ba hé quyén

Hinh 2 cho thdy pham vi cla cudc diéu tra
cla cac nganh hién hanh va cac tw duy vé
nhan quyén. Trong khi chung ta s&n sang
chap nhan rang con ngudi can phai duwoc wu
tién cho minh trong nhitng luc khan cap va
cho s sbéng con, dé chung ta d&t chéng chéo
quan diém theo y ctia minh.

RG rang Ia chiing ta c6 nhirng b4t déng vé mot
sb khia canh cla tw twong hién dai (nhw thuc
hién nhi*ng mong muén cla con ngudi dé tiéu
thu hoac khai thac mot cach vé gidi han cac
ngudn tai nguyén thién nhién) bang cach cam
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the sustainability of water, air, and soil, as well
as the entire process of material and energy
circulation as the basis for human existence.
We also propose a much fuller recognition of
the intimate connections between humans and
other forms of life, to the extent that the former
cannot exist without the latter, and vice versa.

Fig.3 The range of climatic diversity
(adapted from Kottek et al_, 2008)
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Figure 3 was drawn to emphasize the breadth
of climatic diversity in the tropical and
semitropical zones, ranging from tropical
rainforest areas to the desert. This diversity is
arguably one reason why modern technology
and institutions developed in temperate zones
have not been immediately useful in the
tropics. Thus, if we wish to think about the
sustainability of the earth as a whole, the
future direction of technology and institutions
must take into account the ecological and
climatic diversities of the tropics (and, by
extension, of all aspects of the global
environment, including the frigid zones).

Such thinking has already enriched our
discussions on “livelihood”. For example, one
study of an African society in which there was
a high prevalence of the HIV virus proposed
that the livelihood of the people there was
seen as it was, taking the occurrence of the
disease for granted at least in the short to
medium term. Here, the sustainability of
livelihood requires not only controlling the
environment, but also living with it and at times
becoming part of it. We need to develop these
ideas further, through close observation of the
tropical humanosphere and through
conceptualizing the values essential for
human existence.

két dam bao sy bén virng cia dia quyen va
sinh quyen Trong bdi canh nay, chung t6i gia
dinh rang sw bén vitng cla cac yéu té dat,
nwédc va khong khi ciing nhw qua trinh téng
thé ctia hoan lwu cta vat chat va nang lvong
la co s& cho sw tdn tai ctia con ngwoi. Chung
toi cling dé xuét pha| doan nhan day du nhiéu
hon niva cac két néi mat thiét gitra con ngu i
va cac dang sbéng khac, dén muc a4 dang
sbng truéc d6 khong thé ton tai néu thiéu
dang sbng sau d6 va nguoc lai.

Hinh 3. Sv phén b6 da dang ctia khi hau
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Hinh 3 nhdn manh m&c d6 da dang khi hau
trong céac vung nhiét d&i va ban nhiét doi, trai
dai ttr nhirng vung rirng mwa nhiét déi cho t&i
sa mac. Sy da dang nay dugc cho la mét ly
do cho théy tai sao cong nghé hién dai va céac
thé ché dwoc phat trién tai cac vung 6n déi da
khong phat huy hét hiéu qua tai cac ving nhiét
déi. Nhw vay, néu ching ta mudn xem xét vé
sy bén virng cta Trai dat nhw mot thé thdng
nhat thi dinh hwéng cla céng nghé trong
twong lai phai tinh dén da dang sinh thai va da
dang khi hau cla céac vung nhiét déi (ndi rong
ra la vé tit ca cac khia canh cia méi trudng
toan cau, bao gdm ca cac khu vic han déi).

Tw duy nhv vay da lam phong phu thém cac
cugc thao luan cua ching t6i vé “ké sinh nhai”.
Vi duy, nghién ctru vé mot cong dong tai chau
Phi, noi cé ty 1& nhiém HIV cao, cho rang ké
sinh nhai clia con ngudi & day la duang nhw
nhwng gi da dwoc quan sat thay. LAy sy xuét
hién ctia can bénh nay, trong khoang th&i gian
ngan han va trung han, sinh ké cta ho chu
yéu 1a dwa vao nguén tro cip cho dich bénh.
O day, sw bén virng clia cudc sdng doi hdi ho
khong chi kiém soat méi trwdng, ma con phal
song voi no va déi khi tré thanh mot phan cla
né. Chung ta can phat trién nhitng y twdng
nay hon nira, thong qua quan sat moét cach
gan gli nhan quyen vung nhiét doi va dua
trén quan diém vé cac gia tri thiét yéu cho sy
ton tai clia con nguoi.
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Fig.4 The structure of humanosphere
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Lastly, | would like to present Figure 4, which
is still in the making. This is an early version;
different versions have been suggested by
members of the group. Values such as
affection, acknowledgment, and dignity are
usually considered to belong to the “intimate
sphere” and are regarded as more “subjective”
than values advocated in the public sphere
such as freedom, equality, and work ethic.
However, humans usually begin and end their
lives in the intimate sphere and feeling
affection or the recognition of dignity often
becomes crucial at such moments. These
values do not disappear when humans are
active in the public sphere.

As the period of education becomes longer
and life expectancy increases, the time that
humans spend in the intimate sphere is
unlikely to grow shorter relative to that spent in
the public sphere. Furthermore, those areas in
society where a close collaboration between
the intimate sphere and the public sphere is
required, such as that between childrearing
and education or that between medicine and
care, have become important for sustaining
the livelihood of the people. Indeed, a society
that does not have a firm basis in the intimate
sphere may not be able to secure a workforce
of good quality, which is essential for
production and other economic activities. This
indicates the fundamental importance of the
values of the intimate sphere in the working of
the public sphere, and for the quality of
humanity in general. It is thus evident that our
efforts to understand the sustainability of local
society in the tropics have direct implications
for the understanding of contemporary
Japanese society. This also serves to inspire
and motivate us.

Summer 2010

Hinh 4. Céu truc cGa nhan quyén
(phdng theo Kottel va nhiing nguoi khac, 2006)
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Cubi cung, chung téi trinh bay vé ndi dung van
dang tién hanh (hinh 4). Day la phién ban dau
(cé nhirng phién ban khac nhau da duwoc cac
thanh vién cla nhém dé xuét). Nhirng gia tri
nhw tinh cdm, sy céng nhan va nhan pham
thuwdng dwoe quy vao “linh viee tinh cdm nhan
van” va mang tinh "chd quan" cao hon so v&i
cac gia tri dwgec Gng ho trong linh vire cong
céng nhw binh déng, tw do va dao dic nghé
nghiép. Tuy nhién, con ngudi thuong bt dau
va két thuc cudc séng clia minh trong linh vuc
tinh cdm nhan van va ho cam thay sy mat
thiét hodc nhan biét dwoc vé phadm chat cia
con nguwoi thwong tré nén dac biét quan trong
vao nhirtng khodng khac nhuw vay. Nhirng gia
tri nay khoéng bién mét khi con ngudi dang
hoat déng trong linh virc céng céng.

Khi ma qué trinh gido duc va tudi tho kéo dai
hon, théi gian ma con ngwoi danh cho linh
vic tinh ¢dm nhan van khéng chéc sé& ngén
hon so v&i danh cho Ilinh vyc céng céng. Hon
nira, nhitng khu vwec trong xa hoi noi déi hoi
sy cdng tac gan gii gitra Iinh vwe tinh cadm
nhan van va linh vuc céng céng, chang han
nhw gitka nubi day con cai va giao duc hay la
gitra y t& va cham séc sirc khde, tré thanh van
dé quan trong dbi v&i viéc duy tri ké sinh nhai
clia con ngudi. Qua thire, mot xa héi ma & do
khéng co co s& virng chac trong linh vuc tinh
cam nhan van co thé sé khong dam bao mot
lwe lwong lao dong cé chat lwong tot -1a didu
thiét yéu cho san xuét va cac hoat dong kinh
té khac nhau. Biéu nay cho thdy tdm quan
trong co ban cua cac gia tri trong linh vwc tinh
cam nhan van déi véi cong viéc trong linh vuc
coéng cong, va vé chat lwong cia nhan loai néi
chung. Vi thé, hién nhién rang nhirng né luc
clia chung t6i nhdm hiéu dwoc tinh bén virng
cla xa hoi dia phwong tai cac vung nhiét déi
la c6 lién quan truc tiép dén sw nhan biét cia
xa hoi Nhat Ban duwong dai. biéu nay ciling
truyén cdm hirng va thuc day chang téi thuc
hién nghién ctru nay.

Hé nam 2010
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